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A brief chapter on vital statistics emphasizes the ridiculous 
incongruity of our system, due to the lack of uniformity in our 
several States. 

The reviewer suggests bad politics as a possible etiological factor 
in both of the last mentioned abuses. A. G. 


The Clinics of John B. Murphy, M.D. Volume V, Nos. 3 and 

4. Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saunders Company, 1916. 

The June number of the Clinics opens with a short talk by Dr. 
Coffey, in which he advocates the two-stage operation in certain 
lesions of the gastro-intestinal tract. A large proportion of the 
volume is devoted to the surgery of the alimentary system, and 
contains an unusual amount of information in addition to the opera¬ 
tive procedure employed in a group of well-selected cases. There 
is also a group of gynecological cases presented with critical analyses 
of the history and symptomalology. The editor supplements the 
text in several instances by statistical reports from Deaver’s clinic. 

The August number contains more than thirty cases, embracing 
a great variety of lesions. It is probable that the editor’s care to 
avoid excessive repetition is responsible for recording some of the 
rarer cases. The reader will be impressed with the remarkable 
versatility of a surgeon whose work includes such variety. It is 
worthy of note that there are many appropriate references to the 
current literature in the recent numbers, as well as frequent refer¬ 
ences to similar previously published cases which enhance the value 
of the volume to one who is particularly interested in Murphy’s 
teaching on certain subjects, as for example, ankylosis of the tem¬ 
poromandibular joint which is a feature of this number. 

G. M. L. 


The Physiological and Pathological Chemistry of Metab¬ 
olism. By Dr. Otto von Furth, Professor Extraordinary of 
Applied Chemistry in the University of Vienna; authorized 
translation by Allen J. Smith, Professor of Pathology and Com¬ 
parative Pathology in the University of Pennsylvania. Pp. 
635. Philadelphia and London: J. B. Lippincott Company, 
1916. 

The book, containing twenty-five chapters, is based upon a 
series of as many lectures given to students of biochemistry. Natu¬ 
rally, therefore, it has the advantage of appealing to the larger 
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number rather than to the more or less limited class of technicians. 
Its value is perhaps best set forth in the beautifully chosen words 
of the translator: “The book has for its purpose the presentation of 
the subject of normal and pathological metabolic chemistry as a 
broad and connected whole. As a well-prepared and enthusiastic 
guide, thoroughly conversant with the topography, history, popular 
activities, spirit, and ambitions of the land through which he is 
conducting a group of thoughtful travelers, seeks to point out the 
salient features of the landscape and the accomplishments of the 
people, their success and their needs, and thus in the end leaves in 
the minds of the group before him a well-balanced idea of the region, 
so our author seeks to guide his readers through the living body, 
following the ingestion of great types of food, their digestion and 
absorption, pointing out here and there in the unknown field of 
intermediary metabolism the little which has become known, indi¬ 
cating their resultants, marking the points of departure of disease, 
presenting the big facts which we know in connection with the meta¬ 
bolic affections, and at all times suggesting the possibilities of further 
investigation and of orienting our thoughts into conformity with 
the general plan of nature’s chemical performances. The book is 
thus rather a guide to thought than to the technicalities of the 
laboratory, and in this appeals alike to students, chemists, biologists, 
and physicians.” There are many page references for those who 
desire more detailed information upon the subject at hand. Each 
chapter is divided into subheads, an arrangement which, at the same 
time, serves to emphasize the importance of the various parts which 
go to make up the whole and helps the reader to a better under¬ 
standing of the subject. The book is justly commended as an 
“ orderly and masterful delineation of the important features in the 
plan of chemical function in the animal economy.” 

Further than this little more need be said. Credit is due the 
translator for presenting the subject-matter in so lucid a manner, 
without attempting to adhere literally to the original text. The 
German work is widely known and appreciated, so that the present 
translation should meet with the approval it well merits. 

H. D. 


A Text-book op Pathology. By W. G. MacCallum, Professor 
of Pathology in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia 
University, New York City. Pp. 1084; 575 illustrations. Phila¬ 
delphia and London: W. B. Saunders Company, 1916. 

Dr. MacCallum has offered in this book his course of lectures 
at the College of Physicians and Surgeons, presenting the subject 



